
Westrop Primary School 

Handwriting Policy 2025 

Aim of the Policy 

At Westrop Primary School, our aim is for all pupils to develop a fluent, legible and consistent style 

of handwriting. 

The Importance of Handwriting 

Handwriting is a movement skill best taught through direct demonstration, explanation and practice. 

The aim is for handwriting to become automatic, freeing pupils to focus on content. Accuracy, 

fluency and legibility are prioritised. 

Strategy for Implementation 

Entitlement and Curriculum Provision 

• Handwriting is taught regularly throughout the week. 

• Short, frequent practice sessions are used to improve fluency, speed and accuracy. 

• Handwriting is modelled and reinforced across the curriculum. 

Teaching and Learning 

• Teachers explicitly teach handwriting using the agreed RWI scheme. 

• Consistency in approach and modelling is essential. 

• Teachers provide resources and an environment that supports high standards of 

handwriting. 

Continuity and Progression 

• Nursery: development of gross and fine motor skills through play and mark making. 

• Reception: secure correct print letter formation linked to phonics. 

• Key Stage 1: correct orientation, proportion and spacing taught; joins introduced once 

secure in letter formation. 

• Years 2–3: children develop and secure joined handwriting. 

• Years 3–4: consistency, fluency and spacing consolidated; handwriting used across all 

writing. 

• Years 5–6: children refine and develop an individual, fluent style; use of pen introduced. 

Posture and Grip 

Children are taught to: 

• Sit correctly with feet flat on the floor and back supported. ‘Perfect handwriting position’. 

• Hold a pencil with a comfortable grip. 

• Position paper at a slight angle and steady it with the non-writing hand. 

 

Inclusion 



At Westrop, we recognise that many of our pupils, including those with SEND, may face challenges in 

developing fluent and legible handwriting. We ensure that provision is tailored to meet individual 

needs so that all pupils can make progress. 

• Early identification: Pupils who find handwriting difficult are quickly identified and 

supported. 

• Targeted support: Some children require additional or adapted teaching, such as extra 

handwriting sessions, use of fine motor skill interventions, or access to specialist equipment 

(e.g. pencil grips, sloping boards, adapted pens). 

• Differentiation: Teachers adapt expectations and provide alternative recording methods 

when necessary to ensure inclusion without lowering aspirations. 

• Collaboration: Teachers liaise with the SENCO to provide strategies, resources and 

interventions matched to the needs of individual pupils. 

• Environment: Attention is given to factors such as lighting, seating, and table positioning to 

ensure children can write as effectively as possible. 

• Monitoring: Handwriting targets for pupils with SEND are incorporated into their Pupil 

Progress Plans and reviewed regularly. 

The expectation remains that every child, whatever their starting point, is supported to develop 

handwriting that is as fluent and legible as possible. 

Left-handed Pupils 

Teachers make adjustments such as seating arrangements, paper positioning and individual 

demonstrations to support left-handed children. 

Handwriting Across the Curriculum 

• High standards of presentation are expected in all subjects. 

• Teachers model good handwriting and discuss appropriate styles for different purposes. 

Assessment 

• Handwriting is assessed as part of writing and through ongoing teacher observation. 

• Targets for improvement are identified and monitored. 

Equal Opportunities 

All pupils are given equal opportunities to achieve a high standard of handwriting, regardless of 

background or need. 

Review 

This policy will be reviewed every three years. The Subject Leader will report to the Governing Body 

on its implementation and impact. 

 


