
 

What British values and SMSC looks like in Religious Education  

DEMOCRACY 

In RE we... 

 

• We understand the significance of listening to each person’s ideas and experiences through discussion 
and letting our peers have their turn whether they agree with our viewpoint or not. We communicate 
effectively and know this is important. 

• We listen to and respect the views and opinions of others but still have the right to make our own 
choices 

• We understand that we share responsibility and have the confidence to use our voices and we are 
empowered to use these to influence for the wellbeing of others and ourselves. 

 

THE RULE OF LAW 

In RE we... 

 

• We understand there are different examples of codes for human life; commandments, rules or precepts 
offered by different religious communities 

• We learn how individuals choose between ‘good and evil, right and wrong’ and we learn to apply these 
ideas to our own communities 

• We understand that the law is required to be honest, fair and needs to apply equally to all of us, 
irrespective of our status or wealth. 

• We have opportunities to explore the idea that ‘rule of law’ focuses on the relationship between citizens 
and the state and this can impact our moral codes and pre-conceived ideas. 

 

LIBERTY 

 In RE we… 
 

• We consider questions about our own identities, where we belong in our world, communities, and 
diversity. We are nurtured to be individual. 

• We learn about key pioneers for human freedom, including those from different religions and consider 
tensions/conflicts between ‘stable society’ and the value of change for human development 
 

MUTUAL TOLERANCE 

 

In RE we… 
 
 
 

• As a school and as individuals we do not accept intolerant attitudes to members of the community: 
attitudes that reject other people based on race, faith, gender, sexual orientation, or age are rightly 
challenged.  

• We understand we have a right to be ourselves and trust that we will be accepted by teachers, peers 
and our wider community 

• We consider ‘tolerance’ as a starting point; we are challenged to be increasingly respectful and to 
celebrate diversity 

RESPECTFUL ATTITUDES 

In RE we...    
                                                                     

 

• We develop mutual respect between us and those of a/different faith/s and beliefs, which promotes an 
understanding of what society gains from diversity 

• We learn about diversity in religions and worldviews and will be actively challenged to understand and 
respect people who see the world differently to us 

• We recognise and celebrate the many forms humans can be diverse and are continually developing to 
be broad-minded and open-hearted. 

 

RE lesson content, skills and resources are rich in SMSC 

SPIRITAL DEVELOPMENT 
Not to confused with ‘religious’ but all aspects of children’s spirits which are 
enhanced by school life and learning 
 

Self-awareness 
Curiosity & critical questioning 
Collaboration 
Reflection  
Resilience 
Response 
Values & appreciation  

MORAL DEVELOPMENT  

 

 

Valuing others  

• Speakers to visit, visits to places of worship, case studies, persona dolls, 
puppets (EYS) et 

Moral character development 

• Whole school activities (Harvest), creating moral codes for classrooms etc 
Moral diversity 

• Religious texts, codes for living, treatment of animals/ the environment, 
discussions around gender, sexuality, race etc 

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT  
 

Shared values 

• Right vs wrong, treatment of others or diversity  
Idealised concepts 

• Justice, fairness, honesty and truth in relation to social contexts 
Moral sources 

• Religious/ non-religious texts, teachings, traditions, 
Influences 

• Individuals, friends, family, media, wider society 
Social insight 

• Social and political insight, e.g., how churches and gurdwaras support local 
communities or how religious groups fights to change government policy 

Role models 

• Teachers, pioneers, wider community 
Experiential learning 

• Class discussions, group work, school visits, drama workshops, behavioural 
and social norms etc 



CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT Own culture 

• Explore food, festivals, music, art, architecture, parent visits 
Wider culture 

• Classroom and wider school contexts, wider community  

 

 


