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1.Intent 

What are we trying to achieve through our English curriculum? 

At Westrop Primary and Nursery School all we do is underpinned by our strong vision 
and values. Our vision and values support our ‘Curriculum Drivers’ which offer golden 
threads throughout our curriculum and ensure we have clear drivers for all that we 
want to achieve for our children.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In English, it is our intent to develop children’s ability to 
listen, speak, read, and write for a wide range of purposes, 
including the communication of their ideas, opinions, and 
feelings.  
In writing, we aim to develop the children’s confidence 
through whole-class and group teaching while aiming to 
providing the children with a range of independent activities 
where they can talk and collaborate so to embed and 
enhance their learning.  
In reading, it is our intention to have a robust and 
progressive early reading curriculum where we build the 
children’s confidence in this fundamental skill which is then 
developed further as the children move through the school. 
We understand that having the confidence in their reading 
is the gateway to learning for our children and success and 
confidence in most other subjects of the curriculum is 
dependent upon learning to read well. 
 

 
 

 

 

 
In English, it is our intent to use high quality texts as an 
invaluable tool to promote wellness and positive mental 
health as our pupils face the rigors of the modern world. 
We aim to select these texts to open discussions and 
include a range of viewpoints for the children to explore 
through reading lessons, reading for enjoyment and the 
texts and activities that are using in writing lessons.  
Through this we aspire to nurture passionate, imaginative, 
and inquisitive individuals, who see the world through a 
range of perspectives and who can then translate this into 
their learning across all aspects of the English curriculum.  
 

Confidence  

 Wellbeing  



 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
In English, it is our intention to provide our pupils with 
opportunities to develop their skills using a range of high-
quality resources that are carefully selected for our children 
and the curriculum we hope to provide. 
We seek to provide our pupils with many different 
opportunities to write for specific purposes and audiences 
across our school curriculum. Where possible, we aim to 
link our writing to the books and topic focus which will give 
the children clear purpose and audience.  
We want to challenge our children through the high-quality 
texts and extracts they are presented with in our school’s 
core reading scheme. We aim to encourage independent 
and whole class reading from a broad and varied range of 
texts including both modern and classic fiction, poetry, 
stories originating from the British Isles and from other 
countries of the world, and non-fiction books.   
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
In English, it is our intent that our pupils develop a sensitive 
awareness of the greater community through the books 
that we choose. We aim to provide the children with books 
written by authors with a range of viewpoints and that 
contain characters from a vast spectrum of backgrounds, 
genders, ethnicities, and beliefs.  

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
In English, it is our intent to provide the children with a wide 
range of experiences that nurture, develop confidence and 
effective speaking and listening skills. We aim to offer a 
range of opportunities to speak with greater confidence in 
both small and larger groups. We believe children’s 
vocabulary is key to their learning and progress across the 
whole curriculum and therefore, as a school aspire to 
provide a vocabulary rich curriculum where children are 
actively and systematically building on their knowledge. 
  

 
 
 

Challenge  

Community  

Communication  



 

 

 

 

2. Implementation 

How is the English Curriculum Delivered?  

 
At Westrop, we use a variety of teaching and learning approaches in our English 
lessons. Our principal aim is to develop children’s knowledge, skills, and 
understanding in relation to English. Our timetable ensures that pupils have a daily 
lesson which focuses on the development of English skills, for example, engaging in 
a whole class reading, writing activity, or whole class grammar lessons. Whilst there 
is a high proportion of whole-class and group teaching, the independent activity gives 
an opportunity to talk and collaborate, and so embed and enhance pupils’ learning. 
They experience a wide range of texts, and to support their work with a variety of 
resources, such as word banks, phonic resources, dictionaries, and thesauruses. 
Children use ICT in English lessons where it enhances their learning. Wherever 
possible, we encourage children to use and apply their learning in other areas of the 
curriculum and will often use incidental opportunities to teach and reinforce English 
skills in other subject areas. 
 
In all classes, children have a wide range of abilities, and we seek to provide suitable 
learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability 
of the child. We achieve this through a range of strategies. In some lessons, we do it 
through differentiated group work, while in others, we ask children to work from the 
same starting point before moving on to develop their own ideas. We use classroom 
assistants to support some children, and to enable work to be matched to the needs 
of individuals working with a wide range of groups.  
 

English Curriculum Planning 

 
English is a core subject in the National Curriculum. As a school, we follow the 
guidance from the National Curriculum 2015, and ‘Letters and Sounds’.  

We undertake curriculum planning in this subject, in the form of long-term overviews 
and short-term plans.  

Class teachers complete a weekly (short-term) plan for the teaching of English either 
in the form of a weekly breakdown or PowerPoint. This lists the specific learning 
questions and expected outcomes for each lesson and gives details of how the 
lessons are to be taught. It also includes an overview of what each group of children 
will be learning and doing. All weekly plans are stored on the school server so that 
they can be monitored and to enable discussion between the class teacher and the 
Subject Leader. 



 

 

 

 

We plan the activities in English so that they build on the children’s prior learning. 
While we give children of all abilities the opportunity to develop their skills, knowledge 
and understanding, we also promote a progression of skills across the school through 
including these in our long-term overviews, to ensure that there is an increasing 
challenge for the children as they move up through the school and to avoid repetition 
of work. 

Speaking, Listening and the Development of Vocabulary  

 
The children at Westrop are given a wide range of experiences that nurture and 
develop confident and effective speaking and listening skills. We encourage the 
participation of our pupils in performing arts groups and annual performances, staged 
for families and members of the local community. 
 
 Through a wide range of cross curricular topics, they learn to justify ideas with 
reasons; ask questions to check understanding; develop vocabulary and build 
knowledge; negotiate; evaluate and build on the ideas of others. This enables them to 
clarify their thinking as well as organise their ideas for writing. Additionally, we 
encourage courtesy and respect through close, attentive listening to the thoughts and 
opinions of others. 
 
We believe children’s vocabulary is key to their learning and progress across the whole 
curriculum. Teachers from EYFS to Year 6 will develop vocabulary actively, building 
systematically on children’s current knowledge. They increase pupils’ store of words 
in general; simultaneously, they also make links between known and new vocabulary 
and discuss the shades of meaning in similar words. In this way, children expand the 
vocabulary choices that are available to them when they write. We believe it is 
particularly important to introduce children to the language. 
 

Reading 

 
The teaching of reading and children’s acquisition of reading skills is a fundamental 
aspect of our English curriculum.  Becoming an effective and proficient reader is the 
gateway to learning for our children, and success in most other subjects of the 
curriculum is dependent upon learning to read well. 
 
Children begin to develop pre-reading skills involving, for example, the ability to 
visually focus, to concentrate for increasingly sustained periods, to distinguish 
between visual shapes and to notice similarities, and to begin to understand that 
pictures, symbols, and print can convey meaning, from the very youngest age. 
 
 



 

 

 

 

We aim to develop a genuine love and enjoyment of reading across the school, with 
pupils acquiring the initial, fundamental skills of reading using our school’s core 
reading scheme, high quality guided reading texts and clearly structured phonics 
sessions. 
 
 Reading and promoting a love of literature is a high priority in our classrooms and 
teachers ensure there is a range of stimulating and attractive books and other reading 
materials. We display and promote books throughout our school, including our well 
stocked library and learning support area to which all children have frequent and 
regular access, both for free choice of reading material and to do book-based research 
to support their learning across the curriculum. We also value and promote computer-
based reading resources and the internet to support children’s reading. 
 
Comprehension skills and the establishment of personal preferences in reading 
material are also developed throughout EYFS and Key Stages 1 and 2. We encourage 
independent and whole class reading from a broad and varied range of texts including 
both modern and classic fiction, poetry, stories originating from the British Isles and 
from other countries of the world, and non-fiction books which we have set out in our 
reading spines to ensure coverage and progression throughout the school. 
 
 Each class is regularly read to by their class teacher and enthusiastic, confident, and 
expressive reading is both encouraged and modelled frequently. There are many 
opportunities for children to read in school including whole class guided reading, 
individual reading to a teacher, TA, or class helper as well as wider reading 
opportunities that occur through everyday classroom teaching, topic books and visits 
to our school library.  
 
Our reading scheme books are progressive and start in Reception (once settled and 
beginning their phonics sessions) and start by linking directly to our Letter and 
Sounds phonics scheme. These decodable books contain sounds and tricky words 
that the children have been taught in their daily phonics lessons and will have 
the green sticker on them. They will also have a white sticker in the top left-
hand corner showing the Phonics Phase or Coloured Book Band. These are the 
books the children are expected to read independently. 
 

 
 Fully decodable books up to Lime will have this green sticker on. 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

Phonics phases will slowly merge into colour bands which continue through KS2.   
An overview of our Westrop whole school reading scheme can be seen below.  
  

           Start   

Lilac 
(No text) 

Phase 
2 

set 1-5 

Phase 
3 

Set 6-
11 

Phase 
4 

Set 12 

Phase 
5a/b/c 

Phase 5 
Orange 

Phase 6 
Turquoise 

Phase 
6 

Purple 

Phase 
6 

Gold 

Phase 6 
White 

 
 

Continued 

  
  

Lime 
A & B 

Copper 
A & B 

Topaz 
Ruby 
A&B 

Emerald 
Sapphire 

A&B 
Diamond Pearl 

Free 
reading 

 
* We also have a selection of KS2 Adventure series and Project X code books 
available for KS2 children who may need a more structured phonics-based style of 
reading.   
  
We are very keen to foster a love of reading so as well as the 
reading scheme book above, your child can choose to bring home… 
 Not fully decodable books at Reception and KS1  
 

A book that MAY NOT be fully decodable at the phonics phase so they may 
need help to read parts of it.  
They are designed to further enjoyment, interest, and discussion when they 

are being read together or can be a challenge for the more able reader. They will 
have the above orange stickers on them.  
  

 Books to read, share and enjoy together from the library.  
All children have access to the library and can choose any books with 
this red sticker on. They can keep them for as long as needed and swap 
them when they have finished with them. There is a great range of fiction 

and non-fiction books to suit all.  
 
 Children who do not appear to read regularly at home are swiftly identified and this is 
addressed though children becoming a ‘daily reader’ (reading to a teacher or teaching 
assistant) during the school day. 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

As part of our reading focus, we give out stars and medals for the number of reads at 
home for Reception to Year 4 children (a sticker will be stuck in the inside cover to 
show these). These link directly to our host country we find out about every term.  
  

Number of reads at home country Star badge or medal 

25 India I star badge 

50 Lebanon 2-star badge 

75 Brazil 3-star badge 

100 Egypt Bronze medal 

125 France Silver medal 

150 Canada Gold medal 

175 Home Reading Challenge Certificate 

  
 
The number of reads must include reading the ‘green stickered’ decodable or ‘colour 
band’ scheme book independently (one read in a day) but a ‘bonus reading for 
enjoyment’ can be also written in on the same day. This may include the ‘Not fully 
decodable’ schoolbook / school library book / a home book /comic /recipe / bedtime 
story etc.  
 
In Year 5 and 6 a bookworm reward system is in place. For every 3 reads they do at 
home, recorded on the ‘Go read App’, children will be given a bookworm which will go 
into a termly draw to win a book to keep. The App will show what reading is taking 
place in and out of school and gives the children additional rewards too.  
  

Phonics and Spelling 

 
At Westrop we follow The Department for Education’s Phonics Scheme called Letters 
and Sounds in Reception, Year 1, and Year 2 and through KS2 where needed. This 
includes the teaching of phonemes, graphemes, and tricky words over 6 phases. Song 
of Sounds is one resource that we use to support the teaching of the sounds outlined 
in Letters and Sounds through catchy songs and rhythmic actions. Phonics sessions 
take place daily and spelling are sent home weekly linked to the learning that has 
taken place that week. 
 
Once the fundamental knowledge and skills of phonics have been acquired, this is 
then built upon into KS2. Our spelling programme across Key Stage 2 (years 3-6) has 
a structured and progressive approach to the teaching of spelling rules and patterns 
that is underpinned by the phonics that the children have learnt in Key Stage 1. We 
have set out word lists that incorporate the patterns and rules for each year group set 
out in the National Curriculum and the list of statutory words children should learn to 



 

 

 

 

spell, many of which are exception words. This will equip children to be versatile 
spellers within their writing. 
 
This means that children will have 5 taught spelling lessons (of approximately 10 
minutes) each week, which will give them the opportunity to learn, practice, apply and 
then be assessed in their spelling focus for the week. The assessment of spellings 
each week will take the form of dictation where the children will be asked to write the 
words, they have been learning, within a sentence which is read to them by their 
teacher.  
 

Writing 

 
We provide our pupils with many different opportunities to write for specific purposes 
and audiences across our school curriculum. We regularly encourage our pupils to 
reflect upon the reasons that they write, and classify these as writing to entertain, 
discuss, inform, or persuade. Where possible, these are linked to topic work, giving a 
clear purpose for writing and are displayed in classrooms in the form of school ‘road 
signs’, so the children are always aware of the style of writing that they are 
undertaking. Close study of examples of each genre enables pupils to identify their 
features and ensures that our children have the necessary understanding of how to 
adapt the style, tone, and content of their written work to suit its purpose. 
 

Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation 

 
Pupils at Westrop are provided with regular vocabulary, grammar and punctuation 
sessions which enable them to acquire the skills to correctly form and demarcate both 
simple and more complex sentence structures, develop the accurate use of 
punctuation across writing of all types and enable the identification of word classes 
within both texts and what they have written independently. These grammar skills are 
then applied through cross-curricular work or through real life situations to enhance 
understanding and make learning relevant.  
 

The Early Years Foundation Stage 

 
We teach Literacy skills in Nursery and Reception as an integral part of the EYFS 
curriculum. Communication and Language and Literacy (CLL) and (L), one of the 7 
Areas of Learning in the EYFS curriculum. In the EYFS, the Communication and 
Language and Literacy cannot be covered in isolation from the other five areas of 
learning. 
  



 

 

 

 

Providing children with a rich language environment as well as directly extending 
children’s vocabulary is an integral part of our everyday practice.  Through quality 
adult interaction we demonstrate, model, and facilitate language. Opportunities to 
practise Literacy skills, for example, reading labels, responding to written instructions, 
mark-making and early writing as part of play-based learning will be provided 
throughout the learning environment in the reception classroom and outdoor area. 
Children have a daily phonics lesson as a crucial element in developing their early 
reading and writing skills.   We have a wide range of core nursery rhymes and core 
texts that the children learn over and over as well as explore other books and stories 
that hold value to children and their learning. 
  
Our Communication and Language Curriculum focuses on the progression of skills 
needed for the children to achieve the Early Learning Goal by the end of Reception 
and have the skills needed to access learning in Year 1. 
  
We plan the teaching and development of Literacy skills to the objectives set out in 
the Early Learning Goals, which underpin the curriculum planning for children aged 
two to five. We give all children the opportunity to talk and communicate in a widening 
range of situations, to respond to adults and to each other, to listen carefully, and to 
practise and extend their vocabulary and communication skills. They can explore 
words and texts, to enjoy them, to learn about them, and to use them in various 
situations.  
 

English and Inclusion 

 
All children, whatever their ability and individual needs, have a basic entitlement to be 
taught essential English skills, and to have the opportunity to develop those skills to 
the best of their ability. English forms part of the whole school curriculum policy to 
provide a broad and balanced education to all children. 
 
 Through our teaching of English skills, we provide learning opportunities that enable 
all pupils to make good progress. We strive hard to meet the needs of those pupils 
with special educational needs, those with disabilities, those with special gifts and 
talents, and those learning English as an additional language, and we take all 
reasonable steps to achieve this.  
 
When progress falls significantly outside the expected range, our teaching and support 
staff are quick to address the individual needs of the child. Our assessment process 
looks at a range of factors such as – classroom organisation, teaching materials, 
teaching style, differentiation – so that we can take some additional or different action 
to enable the child to learn more effectively. 



 

 

 

 

Assessment against the National Curriculum allows us to consider each child’s 
attainment and progress against expected levels. This ensures that our teaching is 
matched to the child’s needs. 
 
Children who have significant gaps in their learning will be highlighted and targeted 
through 1:1 or small group interventions. 
 
Teaching assistants provide support for English by undertaking the following: 

• daily readers, on a one-to-one basis 

• participating during guided reading sessions – supporting pupils with 
word recognition and contextual support as required 

• preparing visual and written materials in different formats 

• use of additional ICT and other technological aid to learning during 
lessons 

• provision of additional translation and amanuensis as necessary 
 

British values and SMSC  

The acquisition of English skills contributes to the overall teaching of PSHE and 
citizenship by encouraging children to take part in class and group discussions on 
topical issues. Older children also research, debate and write about topical social 
problems and events. They discuss lifestyle choices and meet and talk with visitors 
who work within the school community.  
 

3. Impact 

What difference is the English Curriculum making? 

 
The impact and measure of this is to ensure children not only acquire the appropriate 
age-related knowledge linked to the English curriculum, but also skills which equip 
them to progress from their starting points, and within their everyday lives. 
 
Long term pupils will: 

• be confident in the art of speaking and listening and to be able to use discussion 
to communicate and further their learning 

• be able to read fluently both for pleasure and to further their learning. 

• enjoy writing across a range of genres 

• pupils of all abilities will be able to succeed in all English lessons because work 
will be appropriately scaffolded 

• have a wide vocabulary and be adventurous with vocabulary choices within 
their writing 



 

 

 

 

• have a good knowledge of how to adapt their writing based on the context and 
audience 

• leave primary school being able to effectively apply spelling rules and patterns 
they have been taught 

• make good and better progress from their starting points to achieve their full 
potential 

 

Assessment and Monitoring in English: 

 
The impact of our English curriculum is measured through the monitoring cycle in 
school: 

• lesson observations, book monitoring and learning walks 

• skills progressing (grammar and punctuation) throughout the school is evident 
in children’s books. 

• gathering pupil voice – to check understanding, understanding of key skills and 
knowledge, progression, confidence in discussing English 

• moderating pupils work to ensure accurate assessments are made 

• Tracking pupils’ progress in Reading, Writing, Spelling, Punctuation and 
Grammar. This informs planning and any interventions needed. 

• Pupil progress meetings ensure different groups (including EAL, PP and SEND) 
and individual progress is monitored, and interventions organised to support 
good and better progress. 

• Importantly, monitoring is also used to identify gaps in the curriculum that may 
need to be addressed across the school, or within individual year groups.  

 
Monitoring is an ongoing cycle, which is used productively to provide the best possible 
English curriculum for our children and to ensure it is inclusive to all. 
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Appendix 

What British values and SMSC looks like in English    

 
DEMOCRACY in English...  

• We take the views and opinions of others into account but still have the right to 
make our own choices.  

• We take turns both in speech and practically with others.  
• We understand that it is not always possible or right to have our own way and 

understand the value of compromise. 
• We can make choices and have a vote for example choosing our class reading books. 
• We express ur own views e.g. through English lessons with opportunities to present 

and debate. 
• We explore books that teach themes of democracy 

 
THE RULE OF LAW in English...  

• We understand the importance of rules when reading and speaking for example in 
guided reading and class discussions.  

• We understand and accept that if these rules are not followed that there are 
consequences to this. 

 
LIBERTY and MORAL DEVELOPMENT in English…  

• We understand that we are able to listen to others but can use our own ideas in 
class discussions.  

• We accept that other ideas may not be the same as our own but are able to accept 
this.  

• We are increasingly curious, develop open mindedness to the suggestions of 
others and make judgements on evidence not prejudice.  

• We realise that moral dilemmas are often involved in our English lessons and texts 
we read.  
 

 
TOLERANCE and SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT in English… 

• We tolerate ideas from others that are different to our own.  
• We understand and explore books that originate from other cultures.  
• We explore our own spiritual development and of others in different texts and 

genres. 
• We explore books that teach themes of tolerance and spiritual development. 
•  



 

 

 

 

 
CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT In English…  

• We think about our culture such as great authors and writers and those from other 
cultures.  

• Through reading and discussions, we talk about differences between people, such as 
differences of faith, ethnicity, disability, gender and differences of family situations within 
the context of reading a variety of books showing diversity. 

 

 
MUTUAL RESPECT and SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT In English... 

• We listen to and consider the ideas and opinions of others even if they differ from our 
own.  

• We can take turns during discussions to resolve difficulties or make decisions.  
• We can offer supportive comments in discussions that will improve learning outcomes in 

a way that is objective but sensitive to the listener  
• During English there are many opportunities to promote social responsibilities including 

teamwork skills.  
• We work collaboratively with a partner or take turns in a small group which requires 

effective social interaction and at times compromise.  
• We create opportunities for peer evaluation and to act as a critical friend to give 

supportive comments to improve pupils learning outcomes. 
 

 


