
What British values and SMSC looks like in English    

 
DEMOCRACY in English...  

• We take the views and opinions of others into account but still have the right to make our own choices.  
• We take turns both in speech and practically with others.  
• We understand that it is not always possible or right to have our own way and understand the value of 

compromise. 
• We can make choices and have a vote for example choosing our class reading books. 
• We express ur own views e.g. through English lessons with opportunities to present and debate. 
• We explore books that teach themes of democracy 
 

 
THE RULE OF LAW in English...  

• We understand the importance of rules when reading and speaking for example in guided reading and 
class discussions.  

• We understand and accept that if these rules are not followed that there are consequences to this. 
 

 
LIBERTY and MORAL DEVELOPMENT in English…  

• We understand that we are able to listen to others but can use our own ideas in class discussions.  
• We accept that other ideas may not be the same as our own but are able to accept this.  
• We are increasingly curious, develop open mindedness to the suggestions of others and make judgements 

on evidence not prejudice.  
• We realise that moral dilemmas are often involved in our English lessons and texts we read.  
•  

 
TOLERANCE and SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT in English… 

• We tolerate ideas from others that are different to our own.  
• We understand and explore books that originate from other cultures.  
• We explore our own spiritual development and of others in different texts and genres. 
• We explore books that teach themes of tolerance and spiritual development. 

 

 
CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT In English…  

• We think about our culture such as great authors and writers and those from other cultures.  
• Through reading and discussions, we talk about differences between people, such as differences of faith, 

ethnicity, disability, gender and differences of family situations within the context of reading a variety of 
books showing diversity. 

 

 
MUTUAL RESPECT and SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT In English... 

• We listen to and consider the ideas and opinions of others even if they differ from our own.  
• We can take turns during discussions to resolve difficulties or make decisions.  
• We can offer supportive comments in discussions that will improve learning outcomes in a way that is 

objective but sensitive to the listener  
• During English there are many opportunities to promote social responsibilities including teamwork skills.  
• We work collaboratively with a partner or take turns in a small group which requires effective social 

interaction and at times compromise.  
• We create opportunities for peer evaluation and to act as a critical friend to give supportive comments to 

improve pupils learning outcomes. 
 

 


